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Kuy language 


Kuy, also known as Kui or Kuay (Thai: mwintJ; Khmer: JTIfUl 
nQJ), is a Katuic language, part of the larger Austroasiatic family 
spoken by the Kuy people of Southeast Asia. 

Kuy is one of the Katuic languages within the Austroasiatic family. 
It is spoken in Isan, Thailand by about 300,000 people, in Salavan, 
Savannakhet and Sekong Provinces of Laos by about 64,000; and in 
Preah Vihear, Stung Treng and Kampong Thom Provinces of 
northern Cambodia by 15,500 people. 
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Names 


Spelling variants and varieties include the following (Sidwell 
2005:11). 


Kuy 

Kui, Kuay 
Cuoi 

Native to Thailand, Laos, 

Cambodia 

Native speakers ca. 

450,000 (2005- 

2006 )[-d 

Language Austroasiatic 

family 

■ Katuic 
■ West Katuic 

■ Kuy 

Writing system Lao 

Khmer 

Thai 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 Either: 

kdt - Kuy (Kuay) 
nyl - Nyeu 
(Yoe) 

Glottolog kuysl235 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/kuysl2 
35) P] 


■ Kui 
- Kuy 

■ Kuay 

■ Koay 

■ Souei. The term "Souei" is also applied to other groups, such as a Pearic community in 
Cambodia. 

■ Soai 

■ Yeu 

■ Nanhang 

■ Kouy. A textbook in French is published for this variant (Parlons Kouy (http://www.microsofttran 
slator.com/bv.aspx?from=fr&to=en&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.editions-harmattan.fr%2Findex.a 

sp%3Fnavig%3Dcatalogue%26obj%3Dlivre%26no%3D20692)). 




























Dialects 


Van der haak & Woykos (1987-1988) identified two major Kui varieties in Surin and Sisaket provinces of 
eastern Thailand, Kuuy and Kuay. Van der haak & Woykos also identified the following divergent Kui 
varieties in Sisaket Province, Thailand.^ 

■ Kui Nhe: Sisaket District (10 villages), Phraibung District (5 villages), Rasisalai District (4 
villages). About 8,000 people. 

■ Kui Nthaw (Kui M'ai): Rasisalai District (5 villages), Uthumphornphisai District (9 villages). All 
villages mixed with Lao/lsaan. 

■ Kui Preu Yai: Prue Yai Subdistrict, Khukhan District. Possibly a late migration from the Mlu 
Prei area of Cambodia. 

Mann & Markowski (2005) reported the following four Kuy dialects spoken in north-central Cambodia. 

■ Ntua 

■ Ntra: includes the subdialects of Auk and Wa 

■ Mia: 567 speakers in the single village of Krala Peas, Choam Ksan District, Preah Vihear 
Pr ovince 

- "Thmei" 

A variety of Kui/Kuy called Nyeu (J19 ) is spoken in the villages of Ban Phon Kho, Ban Khamin, Ban 
Nonkat, Ban Phon Palat, and Ban Prasat Nyeu in Sisaket Province, Thailand.^ The Nyeu of Ban Phon Kho 
claim that their ancestors had migrated from Muang Khong, Amphoe Rasisalai, Sisaket Province. 

In Buriram Province, Kuy is spoken in the 4 districts of Nong Ki, Prakhon Chai, Lam Plai Mat, and Nong 
Hong (Sa-ing Sangmeen 1992:14) Within Nong Ki District, Kuy villages are located in the southern part 
of Yoei Prasat (lEJEJilsiam) Subdistrict and in the western part of Mueang Phai (luoqTw) Subdistrict (Sa-ing 
Sangmeen 1992:16). 

Locations 


The following list of Kuy village locations in Sisaket Province is from Van der haak & Woykos (1987- 
1988:129). Asterisks (placed before village names) denote ethnically mixed villages, in which ethnic Kuy 
reside with ethnic Lao or Khmer. 


Kui Nha 

■ Mueang District luoo 

■ Tambon Phonkho Twuno: Phonkho Twuno, Nong, Yanang, Klang, Non 

■ Tambon Thum riu: Khamin 

■ Phayu District wejK 

■ Tambon Phayu wejk: *Nongthum 

■ Tambon Phromsawat wshuaJao: Samrong, Khothaw 

■ Tambon Nongphek Tuuiwn: *Khokphek Inniwn 





■ Phraibung District Iwsuo 

■ Tambon Prasatyae Usiamitjo: Prasatyaenua UsiamiEJOihuo, Prasatyaetai UsiamiEJoIci, 
Khawaw, Phonpalat, Cangun 

■ Rasisalai District si ulna 

■ Tambon Mueangkhong mount): Yai Itiry 

■ Sila Lat District naiaio 

■ Tambon Kung no: Kung no, Muangkaw iDooim, *Chok 

Kui Nthaw/M'ai 

All Kui Nthaw/M'ai live in mixed villages. 

■ Rasisalai District si Gina 

■ Tambon Nong Ing huoooo: *Tongton, *Huai Yai KDEjtaaj, *Dnmuang, *Kokeow, *Hang 

■ Uthumphornphisai District onuwswau 

■ Tambon Khaem uuu: *Phanong, *Sangthong, *Sawai, *Nongphae, *Phae 

■ Pho Si Suwan District Iwsnsaassai 

■ Tambon Naengma huooui: *Nongma kuooui, *Songhong, *Songleng, *Nongphae 


Kuay Prue Yai 

■ Khukhan District aifus 

_ i 

■ Tambon Prueyai Usofaaj: Preu Yai, Makham, Pruekhan, and village no.12 


See also 


■ Ethnic groups in Cambodia 

■ List of ethnic groups in Laos 

■ Ethnic groups in Thailand 


Notes 


1 Kuy (Kuay) (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/kdt/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Nyeu (Yoe) (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/nyl/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Kuy-Souei" (http://gl 
ottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/kuysl235). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

3. Van der haak, F. and Woykos, B. (1987-1988). "Kui dialect survey in Surin and Sisaket", in The 
Mon-Khmer Studies Journal, vol. 16-17, pp. 109-142. 
http://sealang.net/sala/archives/pdf8/vanderhaakl987-1988kui.pdf 





4. Taweeporn Suwannaraj. 1980. The phonology of the Nyeu language (http://www.sealang.net/a 
rchives/mahid ol/Taw eeporn.pdf) . MA thesis, Mahidol University. 

5. Sa-ing Sangmeen. 1992. The Kooy language ofTambon Yoeyprasat, Amphoe Nongkl, 

Burlrum (http://www. thalthesls. org/detall.php?ld-56284&amp%3Blanguage=engllsh). M.A. 
dissertation. Nakhon Pathom: Silpakorn University. 
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